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‘There are No Tigers or 

Elephants, 

So Blow it to Bits’ 
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• Lack of light  No plants 

• Low energy systems – sources external 

• High and even humidity  

• Specific air flow patterns 

all lead to 

• Extreme adaptations among cave animals 

(blind, no pigment, no wings, long legs)  

• Highly range-restricted endemics 

 

Cave Characteristics 
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Photos: Speleolosko drustvo Buje 
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• These are not the urgent biodiversity issues 

for cement companies 

• To eliminate unique communities of 

invertebrates and replace them with 

meadows and duck ponds is not restoration – 

and is irresponsible 

• Conservation partnerships between cement 

companies and conservation NGOs have not 

resulted in any appropriate surveys – even 

after 10 years 

• If no interest in invertebrates, let’s be honest    
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• Various regulations require attention only to 

protected sites and Red List species  

• The less companies do, the less they will have 

to do anything extra - and it seems global 

extinctions will likely result  

• What is the role of the EIA community?  

Currently it is not “identifying biodiversity 

values” in cement and related projects  

• No guidance from the Equator banks available 

• Is ‘business as usual’ good enough? 

•  

 

Good News? 
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• The only good case study known  

• In the cave work for “?” there were two 

foreigners and a small local team of 10 

for three weeks (~$15,000, 15 days) 

• 40 species new to science 

• Wonderful cooperation and 

engagement from the local company 

concerned 

• No ‘cost’ to the company 

• Planning to move into engagement in 

local spatial planning in the wider 

landscape beyond their fences. 

Good News  

An FFI Exception 


